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Authentic Trial at Large of Marie Antoinette, late 
Queen of France, before the Revolutionary Tribunal, 
at Paris, on Tuefday, Oflober 15, 1793- 


(Continued from Page 6.) 
EAN FRANCOIS MATHEY, Keeper of the Tower 


in the Temple, depofed, that on the occafion of a fong, 
called, * 4h! il ten fouviendra du retour de Varennes,’ 
(“ Ah! thou wilt remember thy return from Varennes,’’) he 
faid to Louis Charles Capet, ** Doft thou remember the re- 
turning from Varennes ?”.to which the latter anfwered, 
“ Q, yes! I remember it well.”” That the witnefs having 
afked him further, how they did to carry him away ? hean- 
{wered, “ That they took him out of his bed when afleep, and 
they drefled him in girl’s clothes, faying, come, you are going 
to Montmedy.” 

Prefident tothe Witnefs. Did you not obferve during your, 
telidence in the Temple, a familiarity between fome members 
of the community and the prifoners? 

Witnefs. Yes, 1 even heard Toulan fay one day to the pri- 
foner, at the time of the new elections made for the organiza 
tion of the definitive municipality, “* Madam, I am not in re- 
pute, becaufe I am a Gafcon.” I obferved that L’Epitre and 
Toulan came frequently together ; that they went up ftairs 
directly, faying, “* Let us go up, we fhall there wait for our 
colleagues.” Another day he faw Jobert hand fome mee 
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dallions to the prifoner. ‘That the daughter of Capet let one 
fall to the ground, and broke it. [After which the deponent 
entered into the details of the hiftory of the hat found in Eli« 
zabeth’s box. ] 

Queen. I haveto obferve that the medallions mentioned by 
the witnefs were three in number; that which fell on the floor 
and was broken’ was the portrait of Voltaire; of the other 
two, one reprefented Medea, and the other fome flowers. 

Prefident to the Queen. Did you not give to Toulana gold 
fnuff-box ? 

Queen. No, neither to Toulan nor any body elfe. 

The witnefs Hebert obferved, that a juftice of the peace 
brought him to the town-houfe a denunciation, figned by two 
Town-clerks of the Committee of Taxation, of ‘which Tou- 
Jan was the chief, proving this fact in the cleareft manner. 

Another witnefs examined, 

Jean Baptifte Olivier Garnarin, ci-devant Secretary to the 
Commifiion of Twenty-four, depofed, that having been come 
miffioned to examine and enumerate the papers found in the 
houfe of Septeuil, he found in thofe papers a check for eighty 
thoufand livres, figned Antoinette, to the profit of the ci-devant 
Polignac, with a note relating to one Lazaille; another paper 
proving that the prifoner had fold her diamonds to fend their 
produce to the Emigrants. 

The deponent objerved, that he delivered all thefe papers at 
the time to one Falaze, Member of the Commiffion to frame 
thé indictment againft Louis Capet; but that he the deponent 
was very much iurprifed to find, that Falaze, in the report he 
made to the National Convention, never mentioned any thing 
of thefe papers figned Marie Antoinette. 

Prefident to the Queen. Have you any obfervations to make 
on the evidence of the witnefs ? 

Queen, | perfilt in faying, that I never gave nor figned any 
checks. 

Prefident. Do you know Lazaille? 

Queen. Yes,1 do. 

Prefident. How did you know him ? 


Queen. I know him to be a naval officer, and to have feen ° 


him at court, as weil as others. 

Witnefs. 1 have to obferve, that the papers I {poke of were 
after the difiolution of the Committee of ‘C'wenty-four, and 
were carricd to the Committee of General Safety, where they 
mutt be itill ; becaufe having met within thefe few days two of 
my colleagues employed with me in the Commifiion of 
‘Twenty-four, 


PeeuR ce 


ome om 


ee 





> 2 2 Gee 


35 6 GL th wey 


- 
= 





ne 
ent 


lie 


by 
or 
er 


oid 


he 
ne 
he 
ity 
int 
er 
sir 


ne 
nt 
he 
1Z 


So 


ke 


re 
id 


of 


of 


NEN, 


ome 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 27 


Twenty-four, we fpoke of the procefs that was going to be 
inftituted againft Marie Antoinette.—I afked them what be- 
came of the papers in queftion? they faid, they were depofited 
with the Committee of General Safety. 

The witnefs Tillet begs of the Prefident to interrogate 
Citizen Garnerin, to declare if be docs not equally remember 
having feen among the papers found at Septeuil’s, accounts of 
purchafes of fugar, coffee, corn, &c. &c. &c. having been 
made to the amount of two millions; out of which fifteen 
thoufand livres were already paid ; and whether he docs not 
recollect that, afew days after, thefe vouchers could not be 
found, 

Prefident to Garnerin. You juft now heard the interrogae 
tory. Befo good as toanfwer it. 

Garnerin, Iknow nothing of this bufinefs; at the fame 
time it is notorious that there were plenty of forcftallers all 
over Franceto buy upany article, in order to enhance the 
price of it, and thereby to difguft the people with the revolu« 
tion and liberty, and force them by this means to forge their 
own chains. 

Prefident to the Queen, Have you any knowledge of the 
immenfe forettallings of commodities of the firft neceffity, 
made by order of the court, to ftarve the people, and compel 
them to demand again the former government, fo favourable to 
tyranis ? 

Queeit I have no knowledge whatever of any fore- 
ftallings. 

Another witnefs examined, 

Charles Eleonore Dufriche Valaze, formerly Delegate to the 
National Affembly, depofes, that betwixtthe papers found at 
M. Septeuil’s, and which with others ferved to frame the in- 
dictment againft Louis Capet, eceafed, and at the making out 
of which he himfelf co-operated asa Member of the Com- 
miflion of Twenty-four, he ‘obferved two of them relating to 
the prifoner, 

The firft was a check, or rather a receipt by her, figned for 
afum of 15 or 20,000 livres, as near as he remembers ; the 
other was a Jetter in which the Miniiter begs of the King to 
communicate to Marie Antoinette the plan of the campaign 
prefented to him. 

Prefident to the Witnefi, Why did you not {peak of thefe 
youchers when you made your report to the Convention ? 

D2 Witnefi, 
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Witnefi. 1 did not mention them, becaufe I thought it 
fuperfluous to fpeak in the procefs of Louis Capet of a quite 
tance of Antoinette, 

Prefident. Have you been a Member of the Commiffion 
of Twenty-four? 

Witnefs. Yes, Uhave. 

Prefident. Do you know what became of thefe two vou- 
chers ? 

Witnefs. The pieces which ferved to form the indictment 
againft Louis Capet were claimed by the community of Paris, 
becaufe they contained charges again{ft fundry individuals, 
fufpected to have had an intention to compromife with feveral 
members of the National Convention, in order to obtain de- 
crees favourable to Louis Capet. I believe that all the 
vouchers have now been returned to the Committee of Ge- 
neral Safety. ° 

Prefident to the Queen, What have you to anfwer to the 
depofitions of this witnefs ? 

Queen, I know nothing, either of the check or the letter 
he mentions. 

Public Aecufer. It feems to be proved, notwithftanding 
your denials, that through your influence over the ci-devant 
King, your Confort, you made him do what you pleafed. 

Queen, ‘There is a wide difference between advifing an 
action, and executing it. 

Public Accufer, You mean to fay, that from the declaration 
of the witnels, it refults, that the minifters fo well knew your 
influence over Louis Capet, that one of them defired of him 
to communicate to you the plan of the campaign he a few days 
before had prefented tohim. ‘The confequence of which is, 
that you had entirely become matter over his feeble character, 
and made him doany thing bad; for fuppofing even that of all 
your advices he followed the very beft, you mutt be convinced 
within yourfelf, thathe never could have made ufe of worfe 
means to conduét France to the brink of deftruction. 

Queen, 1 never knew him to have that character you are 
{peaking of, 

Another witnefs examined. 

Nicholas Le Boeuf, heretofore a municipal officer, protefts 
againft having any knowledge of the facts relating to the in- 
dictment ; for, fayshe, * if Ihad obferved any thing, I fhould 
have made you acquainted therewith.” 

Prefident to the Witnefi, Did you ever converfe with Louis 


Capet ? 
e Witnefs. 
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Witnefs. No. 
Prefident. Did you not, when you was on duty inthe Tem- 


ple, enter into converfation on political affairs with your 
colleagues and the prifoner ? 

Witnefs. 1 frequently converfed with my colleagues, but 
we did not {peak of politics. ‘ 

Prefident. Did you frequently addrefs Louis Charles 
Capet ? 

Witnefs. Never. 

Prefident. Did you not offer him the New Telemaque to 
read? 

Witnefs. No. 

Prefident. Have you not manifefted a defire to be his go- 
vernor ? 

Witnefs. No, never. 

The prifoner being interrogated to declare if fhe ever had 
any private converfation with the witnefs, declares that fhe 


never {poke to him. 
(To be continued.) 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For DECEMBER, 1793. 


et es uninterrupted continuation of hoftilities at thofe fea- 
fons of the year which are generally devoted to reft, or 
confecrated by feftivity, is one of the moft ftriking inftances of 
the ferocity which diftinguifhes the prefent war. No interval 
of repofe is allowed to afluage the angry paffions ef mankind ; 
the {till fmall voice of wildom calling for the reftoration of 
peace toa diftraéted world, is not permitted to obtrude upon 
the military f{chemes of cabinets and conventions. Nor is the 
baneful influence of fuch unremitted activity confined to the 
individua!s immediately interefted in producing it, for by keep- 
ing the public mind in a ftate of inceflant anxiety, it is intro= 
ducing among us a fpirit of party acrimony, which threatens 
to invade domeftic peace, to deftroy focial confidence, and to 
abforb literary excellence, elegant accomplifhments, arts, 
fcience, and virtue, in the boundlefs ocean of political fpecue 
lation. An impartial obferver can only confole himfelf with 
the hope, that as daily occurrences, from their uncommon mag= 
nitude, occupy fo much attention, they mutt ultimately tend to 


the moft decifive confequences, and that the {torm which ob- 
{cures 
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fcures the moral horizon is only preparing the way for the ge- 
neral diffufion of unclouded liberty and happinefs. 

Till within thefe few weeks, the Pruffians in the courfe of 
the war, have performed few exploits worthy of their former 
renown, ox their acknowledged reputation. Their difciplined 
valour which atchieved fuch wonders under the guidance of 
tlie fecond Frederic, was either fuppofed to have expired with 
the genius by whom it was created and direéted, or to have been 
reftrained by fecret influence. But the neceflity of their fitu- 
ation, and the confequent change in the views of their fove= 
reign, have given them an opportunity of reftoring their cha- 
racter for military prowefs, “Their republican enemies refolv= 
ing to atone forthe lofs of the lines of Weiflemburg, by the 
difcomfiture of the Duke of Brunfwick, and having provided 
for the fafety of Strafburg, by the moft lawlefs acts of crueity 

‘agninft thofe of the inhabitants who were fuppofed to be dif- 
affected, attacked the Pruffian General, preferring an honour 
able death from the hands of an adverfary, toan ignominiou 
execution from the injuftice of their fellow-citizens. 

The experience and fagacity of the Allied Commander might 
“fuggeft to him, that the beft method of checking this violence 
was, by feeming to yield to its impreffion, and that thofe who 
were in the firit inftance the prey of their‘ own intemperate 
fury, would finally be¢ome the eafy vitims of troops on whofe 
fteady and uniform valour he could place the utmoft reliance. 
This event juftified his opinion ; after many hours of apparent 
purfuit, the French were at laft inveigled into a difadvanta- 
geous pofition, where their forces were opprefled by the regu- 
Jar fire of the Pruffian infantry, and the well-direéted charges 
of their horfe; and, if according to the expreflion of their 
leader, the fate of Germany depended on this battle, its fafety 
has been fecured by a decifive, though bloody victory. 

Though the theatre of war in the Netherlands has not lately 
exhibited any remarkable event; yet, from the preparations 
which are making on both fides, it is impoflible to fay that the 
campaign is clofed in that quarter. The plan of penetrating 
into the Auftrian territory, which was faid to have been formed 
between General Jourdain and the Committee of Publick 
Safety, has been probably delayed in its execution, from the 
neceffity of drawing detachments from his.army to ftop the 

‘progrefs of the loyalifts in Brittany ; and this circumftance 
may fuggeft to the Imperial commanders the idea of fome of- 
fenfive operation. As confiderable levies are now on their 
march to reinforce the republicans, it will be the intereft of the 
allies 
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allies to attack their antagonifts before this fuccour arrives 3 
though the prudence and {kill of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg 
will prevent him from venturing upon any enterprife without 
the moft promifing affurance of fuccefs. To counteract the 
effects of the decree of the Convention for raifing the people 
ina mafs, and to meet their force by equal numbers, the con- 
federate Princes have lately adopted the fcheme of arming the 
peafantry of their refpective countries, and enabling them to 
act with their regular troops. Such a proceeding mutt either 
originate in the moft perfec conviction of the purity of their 
refpective governments, or in a perfuafion that the exceffes af 
the French have excited too general an abhorrence to fuppofe 
that their example will be followed by any other European 
ftate, and that every one will join in arrefting the further dif+ 
tufion of anarchy and confufion. But from whatever motives 
fuch a meafure may have been adopted, it will in its confe- 
quences deftroy the unmitigated military defpotifm, under 
which fo many civilized kingdoms have groaned; and thus, 
after fupporting the prerogatives of fovereigns, and the peace 
and happinefs of nations, againft the anarchifts of France, 
affift in eftablifhing the genuine rights of the fubject on the 
bafis of true liberty. 

Though mankind are too often foolifh enough to deny a 
particular providence, or fufficiently depraved to hope for its 
non-exiftence, yet there are certain coincidences in the courfe 
of human affairs, which muft convey a permanent belief to the 
mind of the unprejudiced enquirer, and ftagger the doubts of 
the moft carelefs and incredulous feeptic. A Chriftian philo- 
fopher, while, in conformity to the principles of his religion, he 
refers the complete difplay of the moral government of the 
Deity toa final and future {tate of retribution, may occafionally 
trace the finger of Heaven in the punifhment of thofe offences, 
which either from their atrocity are pecular objects of divine 
vengeance, or ftom the circumftances of their commiflion be- 
yond the reach of any humantribunal. Under the latter, per- 
haps under the former clafs of thofe crimes, the murder of 
Louis the Sixteenth, and the other enormities of the Conven- 
tion, may be reckoned, While the aggregate republic is re- 
pelling with obftinacy and rigour the aflault of its numerous 
external foes, the founders of the commonwealth, the deftroyers 
of their King, the authors of thofe enormities, are daily falling 
by the ftroke of the executioner, the dagger of the aflaffin, or 
their own defperate hands. To the number of thofe who have 
died by one or other of thefe means, we have now to add the 

names 
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names of Roland, Claviere, and Rabaud, men who patiently 
acquiefced in the cruelties of their countrymen, although they 
were not immediately inftrumental in producing them, and the 
integrity and firmnefs of whofe character muft be leflened, 
when we recolleé& the methods by which they embarraffed the 
conftitutional government of the nation, though probably 
without the intention, or the profpeét of introducing the mif- 
chiefs which have arifen. The two former, driven to defpair, 
the one by the death of his wife, and the other by the difgrace 
of a public execution, terminated their lives by fuicide. The 
latter, with a dignified patience fuited to his profeffion, awaited 
calmly the fate to which he was deftined, and fubmitted to the 
ftroke he could nolongeravert. Asa member of the Confti- 
tuent Affembly, he fupported with zeal and ability the caufe of 
civil and religious freedom ; asa private citizen he was beloved 
and efteemed ; as the hiftorian of the brighter zras of the 
French revolution, he will be read, confulted, and admired ; 
but the philanthropy and patriotifm which made him ufeful 
and refpected in the fituation of a provincial paftor and en- 
lightened legiflator, were unable to fupport him againft the vile 
lainous reprefentatives of a corrupted metropolis, and the vi- 
vacity of his difpofition might prevent his difcovering, that his 

fellow-citizens wanted {ufficient virtue and capacity to realize 

the benevolent plans of their felicity, which were fketched in 

fo mafterly a manner by his colleagues and himfelf in the 

year 1789, 

In every polifhed fociety, that community is the moft happy, 
the majority of whofe members, equally remote from the {nares 
of indigence on one fide, and the temptations of affluence on 
the other, are laid under the neceflity of at once preferving 
their individual rights, and fupporting the regularity of the ftate 
to which they belong. By the exertions of this middling clafs 
of men, the peace and profperity of Great Britain, America, 
and other countries, which how partake of the bleflings of 
freedom, have been fecured in the moft threatening convul- 
fions; but in France, owing to the want of this body, the 
vices adhering to poverty, roufed to action by profligate and 
ambitious men of letters, have fpread defolation and calamity 
through the people. Over the downfall of pride, profligacy, 
and fuperttition, in the deftruction of the military, judicial, 
and ecclefiaftical ariftocracy, every intelligent and benevolent 
oblerver might rejoice ; but can we triumph when we be- 
hold flothful and rapacious indigence facrilegioufly feizing the 
fruits of laborious induftry and ceconomy, when the pofleffion 
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of property is deemed a juftifiable reafon for depriving of lifes 
and. when the banditti which Paris and its environs have fof- 
tered. and poured forth, are wallowing in the blood, and 
rioting in the {poils, of the merchants of Lyons, Bourdeaux, 
and Marfeilles. The luft of power is a paffion as univerial as 
the love of fame. The difficulty of the attainment, the fhort- 
nefs of the poffeflion, are vainly urged to allure from the daz- 
zling prize 3 emulation enhances the merit of fuccels when 
the dangers of the road are pointed out ; {clf-conccit, promifes 
usa permanent dominion; though others are inftanily hurled 
from their eminence; and thus competitions for offices and 
wealth are moft frequent under thofe governments, and in 
thofe profeflions, where the chances of profperity are moit 
dubious, and the confequences of failure the moft ruinous, 
To nothing but this irrefiftible principle in human nature, can 
we attribute the perpetual fucceffion of men who have arifen 
to direét the affairs of the French republic, at the rifk of riches, 
reputation, and life, 

The career of the domineering demagogue Barrere feems 
faft approaching towards its clofe. Originally the adnerent of 
the briffotine party, he feized the lucky moment of their de- 
cay to rife from the valley to the top of the mowntain; and 
though thus by the “ merit” of treachery “ raifed to that 
bad eminence,” he has lately fallen under the fufpicion of 
the Jacobin Club ; and the mouths of his moft hardy aflociates 
durft not be opened inhis defence. ‘The denunciation of that 
body has generally been the forerunner of the execution of the 
fuppofed delinquent ; and the guillotine may be continued as 
the inftrument of death in France till, being polluted by the 
blood of Danton and Roberfpierre, like the oftracifin of the 
Athenians, it may be thought fo difgraced as to be deemed un- 
worthy of future fervice. 

A memorial has been lately publifhed under the aufpices of 
the laft-mentioned member, which he would with us to regard | 
as a reply to the recent declaration of the Britith cabinet. 1c” 
chiefly confifts of violent commonplace declamation againtt 
monarchs and monarchy ; but the virtues of thofe who have 
fat on thrones are forgotten 5 and the arguments in favour of 
fuch a fyftem, when applied to an extenfive, populous, and 
highly-polithed territory, are fcarcely noticed, much leis con- 
futed. We can only obferve, that the wickedne(s of himéelf 
and his aflociates is unparalleled in the hiftory of the moft ty- 
rannical Prince ; and that as the talents and ingenuity of the 
ableit men in France have been vainly employed to introduce a 
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republican fcheme, we may fairly prefume that it is impraCtie 
cable. And inreply to the perfonal invectives againft his Ma- 
jefty’s Minifters, with which he has {welled his performance, 
we may exprefs our belicf, that when the memory of his exe- 
crable actions and vifionary projects are buried in oblivion, by 
their moderation, fpirit, and ability, a happy and permanent 
peace wiil be reftored to the civilifed parts of the globe. 

After a long deliberation between felf-intereft on the one 
hand, and the fear of Great Britain on the other, the ftate of 
Genoa feems difpoted to aid the caufe of the Convention. But 
as, under the appearance of aa infidious neutrality, it may be 
of more fervice to the French republic than by the moft ri- 
gorous exertion in her behalf,-it has aflumed the illiberal and 
crooked policy of the moft feeming indifference between the 
contending parties. But the fenfe and fpirit of the Britith 
cabinet could not permit them to be the dupes of fuch arti~ 
fice ; and our Envoy has declared, that the nature of the war, 
and the important objets it embraces, mult induce his majelty 
to coniider a refufal to unite with himfeif and his allies as an 
act of hofiility againft them. 

According to the intimation which we ventured to give in 
the review of laft month, fome confiderable forts in the French 
part of the iland of St. Dominga, and-moft of their territories 
in the Eaff Indies, have fubmitted to the Britifh arms, or 
have been fubdued by them. ‘The inhabitants of St, Do- 
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mingo, who found themfelves opprefled by a continued fuce | 
ceffion of deputies from the Convention, and who were un- 


furnifhed with any means of defence from the mother-country, 
- joyfully yielded to the Englith armament, as the beft method of 
fecuring their immediate fafety, and obtaining permanent fe- 
curity in future. Though, from its defolated tate, this colony 


cannot be of great advantage to us at prefent, yet wemay rea- | 


fonably prefume, that, under the benign influence of our go- 
vernment, it will rile to a degree of fplendour, opulence, 
and utility, hitherto. unequalled. 

The arrival of a Turkijh Anbaffador at our Court, will nas 
turally excite public, curiofity and attention. The political 
pride, or religious prejudices, of the Ottoman Porte have 
hitherto prevented it from keeping up a regular intercourfe of 
this nature with the other Luropean ftates; but the crefccnt of 
Mahomet has now been.long on the wane, and the care we 
took to hinder its total extinction, may have humbled the arro- 
gance, and awakened the gratitude, of the Grand Signior — 
Some important commercial regulations may be the effect of 
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this embafly ; and thus a new inftance will be furnifhed of the 
beneficial influence of trade in humanifing mankind. 

The proceedings of a body of men which met at Edin- 
burgh, under the title of the Britifo Convention, have lately 
produced fome uneafinefs in the country. Their avowed ob- 
jeét was to obtain annual parliaments, and the right of uni- 
verfal fuffrage, in defiance of the fundamental principles of 
the Britith conftitution, which thefe pretended reformers 
affe&t fo much to admire. But however inimical they might 
be deemed to the regular authorities of this kingdom, they 
adopted, with the moft complacent fervility, the exquifite mo- 
del which had been fketched for them by their brethren on the 
other fide the water. It was, however, requifite forthe legifla~ 
ture to interfere to check the further progrefs of this band of 
revolutionifts ; and their ringleaders are now configned to the 
ridicule and contempt of the fober-minded part of the nation, 
and to the punifhment awaiting them by law. 





REFLECTIONS on the CONCLUSION of the YEAR. 


Ebeu ! fugaces labuntur anni ! 


Hor. 


O refleé&t on the events, whether profperous or adverfe, 
which have occurred tous in our lives ; to meditate ia 
filence and in folitude on the train of caufes which have pro- 
duced the happinefs we enjoy, or the miferies we deplore, is a 
duty not lefs incumbent on us as rational than as refponfible 
creatures, It becomes us as men, who would give a reafon for 
our actions, that we may not fuffer in the opinion of our fellow= 
Creatures, and itis ftill more neceflary for us asmen, who 
know and believe that we are accountable to the giver of all 
good for the ufe we have made of our time and talents. The 
wifeft and the beft of men, in all ages, have recommended this 
duty, from a conviction that it tends to arreft the progrefs of 
vice and folly, to recall the fcattered and confufed thoughts, to 
difentangle us from the embarraflments of worldly buitle, and 
to place us on an elevated fituation, whence we may furvey and 
comprehend the paft and the prefent with an impartial eye 
That this duty may be performed effectually, it is neceflary that* 
it be performed ferioufly; and that its effects may not be 
tranfient, it is neceflary that it fhould be often repeated. Of 
Ek 2 thofe 
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thofe ftated times, which have been pointed out for this purpofe, 
the conclufion of one year and the commencement of another 
fcem the moft proper, becaufe the moft ftriking. Few men, 
even of loofe and thoughtlefs difpofitions, have paficd into a 
new ycar without cafting a look, however carelefs, on that 
which is gone and can no more return. 

Nor is this duty lefs incumbent on us as individuals, than as 
members of a fociety, of a world, in which, at prefent, events 
are in progreflion which threaten the very exiftence of all that 
we have hitherto thought valuable and praife- worthy, and which 
involve the happinefs or mifery of the future as well as of the 
prefent race of mankind. ‘The oldeft of us have never fcen, 
fuch days as we have fallen upon. ‘To judge of what is now 
tranfacling on the great theatre of the world, we can derive no 
afliltance from the page of hittory ; we can appeal to no pait 
experience ; the wiidom of the wifeit is folly in difcerning 
either the caufes of what has taken place, or the effects which 
may hereaiter follow. The mutavility of all human things 
was never before exemplified by events of fuch vaft magnitude 
and extent, Nations are brought low as individuals, and all 
that we hae been ufed to confider as great, mighty and power- 
fu!, is humbled with the duft. 

‘The public events of the paft year, evince the narrow con- 
ceptions of human wifdom ; the wifeft of us can conjecture 
and reafon in litte matters, but ail great and extraordinary con 
vulfions are beyond our grafp. We ftand ftill, and wonders ; 
we hope without reafon, or defpair in filence, but ai] our aclive 
powers are weakened. ‘The bett we can dois to act our in- 
dividual parts with firmncfs and integrity; the beft we can hope 
is that the dreadful events we have witneiled, may be yct over- 
ruled by Providence for the vindication of divine mercy and 
wifdom, and the happinefs of the human race. ‘The plan of 
eternal wifdom is too great for us to comprehend s we fee it bug 
in {mall parts, in the fcattered fragments of hilttory; bur we 
have no guide tofuturity; whether the prefent convuliions are 
quickly to terminate in peace and order, or whether war and 
anarchy are to remain as a lailing icourge cn the inhabitants of 
Europe, God only i:nows, 

In our individual capacity, we may reflect with more ad 
vantage, becaufe with more certainty on what has fallen to our 
own lot, or come within our obfervation fince the commences 
tment of that year, which will have concluded before the pre- 
ieat remarks can reach the eye that now reads them. Wecan 
no doubr recollect that we have ail fome advantage to be grate- 

ful 
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ful for, fome affiition to deplore, or fome foilytoregret. If 
in fuch reflections, we can difcover the error which haftened 
our difappointment, or the wifdom which promoted our interett 5 
if we fhall learn to avoid the one, and cultivate the other in 
the future actions of our lives, we have in fome meafure ree 
deemed our lofs time. ‘That man has not lived in vain who 
has lived to be wifer, whofe every fucceeding year is marked 
by a caution, drawn from the miicarriages of that which pre- 
ceded, 

The precepts of human wifdom are few; they are eafily re- 
tained inthe memory, and if duly practifed have never difap- 
pointed the moft fanguine expectation. But if we obferve the 
actions of others, we fhall not be of cpinion that to {peak well, 
and to at wifely are one andthe fame thing. We have {cea 
fome around us who commenced the year in health and prof- 
perity, debafed by fudden affliction into fituations tie moft pitia~ 
ble, becaufe without all remedy. The rapid and certain pro= 
grefs of intemperate vices on individuals and families, cannot 
have efcaped our obfervation. ‘That private vices fhould en- 
creafe with public calamitics, and that when men ought to be 
moft thoughtful, moft prudent, and moft circumfpect, they 
fhould contemptuoufly makea parade of licentioufnels, anda 
mockery of ceconomy, is a paradox which requires no proof, 
and can admit of nofolution, But who that has contemplated 
the domeftic incidents of the paft year, can doubt that a {pecies 
of profligate infatuation is fpreading its ravages far and wide 5 
avaricious fpeculation has taken the place of patient induftry 5 
the manners of the licentious have been made to affimilate with 
thofe of the gentleman; and the relative duties of life are per- 
formed with coldncfs, or neglected with contempt. Human 
life is fhortened by the means given for its fupport ; and hap- 
pinefs is trifled with as a thing of no moment, or exchanged for 
temporary gratifications, which aye connected with thane, dif+ 
honour, and mifery. 

The moft obvious truth in nature is the fhortnefs and uns 
certainty of life ; and the moft fimple duty is to be mindful of 
this truth, But it would appear thace the great bufinefs of our 
lives is to ward off all thoughts of that * which is appointed 
to all men,” to which all men are continually expofed, and from 
which neither wifdom nor piety can entertain a wifh to be 
exempted, Many, who in the courfe of lait year have had to 
lament the death of fome valued friend or relative, are neverthe- 
Jef apt to confider tiat as a thing which belongs to another, and 

not 
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not to themfelves. ‘The impreffion it leaves is momentary. 
To mix again in the world is to forget it. 


s¢ All men think all men mortal, but themfelves ; 
Themfelves, when fome alarming fhock of fate, 
Strikes thro’ their wounded hearts the fudden dread ; 
But their hearts wounded, like the wounded air, 
Soon clofe, where paft the thaft, no trace is found: 
As, from the wing no {car the fky retains ; 

The parted wave no furrow from the keel ; 

So dics in human hearts the thought of death : 

Even with the tender tear which nature fheds 

O’er thofe we love, we drop it in their grave.” 


It is not eafy to account, upon rational principles, why men 
are afraid to truft themfelves with the thoughts of death.— 
They may, perhaps, think that it will tend to embitter the en-= 
joyments of life. What fallacy is here! What a poor and 
fame attempt to conceal from ourfelves and from the world, 
that {uch enjoyments are not to be juftified. No man everre- 
pented that he had ftudied how to die; no man’s happi- 
nefs was ever impaired by reflecting on the mutability of all 
things. On the contrary, they only can be happy and cheer- 
ful, who, by indulging in fuch contemplations, have learned to 
undervalue the boifterous mirth of the wanton, and the 
thoughtlefs Jicentioufnefs of the wicked. Half of thofe things 
on which men fix their affections are indeed the fources of all 
their mifery, becaufe they will not ftand the teft of fober rea 
fon and refleGion, Can any man, who knows how little fatis- 
faction riches bring, and that the fmalleft accident may deprive 
him of them, wade through crimes and hypocrify, pervert his 
intelle&s, and expofe his character, in order to get pofleffion of 
them? Whena magnificent houfe and grounds were fhown to 
Dr. Johnfon, he faid, al! this makes death terrible! ‘Terrible, 
indeed, to one who confines his happinefs to the fhort {pan of 
human life, and forgets that we have “ no abiding place here.” 

In recolle&ting, therefore, the events of the paft year, it 
will be our wifdom to keepin mind thatthe decrees of Provi- 
dence are immutable, that whatever may be the fate of nations 
and of empires, the duty of man never varies. It is fimplein 
its nature, eafy to be performed, and interrupted only by con- 
cerns which, in the eyes of a wife man, have no moment. 
The true way to be emancipated from half the cares of life, is 
to diftinguifh between thofe which are connected with our 
obligations, and thofe which arife from our evilhabits, If we 
once 
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ence bring our minds to acknowledge and feel, that there is 
nothing of greater value in this life than the favour of the 
Creator; nothing calculated to promote our happinefs, and 
exalt us to the dignity of rational beings, unlefs the purity of 
a fpotlefs mind, we fhall look with ferenity on thofe perverfe 
and anxious affairs, which embroil half of mankind in forrow 
and vice. Whatis it that gives one man the fuperiority over 
another in all viciffitudes ? It is contentment with the lot in 
which we are placed, and a confcioufnels that we have not in- 
tentionally done any thing to bring on affliction or diftres, 
What is it that. renders men, equal in every other refpect, to 
differ fo widely in the article of -happinefs, but that one man 
has learned the true enjoyment of bis advantages, in promoting 
the happinefs of others as well as of himfelf, while his neigh- 
bour has ftudied only to pervert them, to be ungrateful to Heaven, 
and ufclefs to mankind. 

Asa people, none furely can be more interefted in the awful 
difpenfations of Providence in a neighbouring kingdom, thaa 
ourklves, If we deplore the many crimes, the murders, the 
wanton excefs of bloodfhed, the. abandoned impiety of a people 
defpifing religion, and treating the Deity with a marked cone 
tempt ; if we look back with pity to the fate of thofe once en- 
nobled and high perfonages, who. have experienced the moft 
dreadful and humiliating reverfe of fortune, who have fallen 
froma throne tofcarcely a grave-; if thefe events engage our 
regret, our pity, our abhorrence, let us temper thofe paffions 
with cool reflection. Are we, asa nation, fo pure, fo immacue 
late, as to have nocaufe for alarm? Have we fo long enjoyed 
the bleflings of peace and liberty, of commerce, of fcience, 
and religion, under the permiffion of a beneficent Creator, that 
we may venture, if not in words, at leaft in deeds, to throw off 
all regard to the duties he has impofed, and to the worthip he 
has commanded? Let us recollect that all the crimes of a 
neighbouring nation which we deplore, have arifen from une 
governable paflions, and the want of a pure and benign re- 
ligion; and let us examine how much we have done to curb 
the one or to promote the other. ‘The importance of this re- 
fle&tion was ably demonftrated by many of the clergy, on the 
day lately appointed for the purpofe, and, it is hoped, not without 
producing tuitable effects. 

It is natural for us, indeed, in cafes of public or private ca- 
lamity, to fly to religion asa refource; but if we deipife it in 
the day of profperity, it may be doubted whether its confolations 
will be extended to us when we moft need them. Life is thort, 
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but not too fhort to contract habits of goodnefs and wifdom, 
nor too fhort too perform the duties enjoined us as Chriftians. 
We have reathed the end of a mofteventful year. What the 
next may produce, is known only to the great difpofer of all 
events. All that we know is our duty; all that we can do is 
to perform it. 

For the reflections in this paper, the writer has no apology to 
offer ; he is confident that many will not think them impertinent, 
and that fome will acknowledge their propriety. If he has 
repeated truths which are univerfally known, let it be remem-= 
bered that they are not fo felt as to be univerfally practifed. 
‘The writer and the reader are not far diftant. “ A few 
years only can divide the eye that is now reading from the 
hand that has written. This awful truth, however obvious, 
and however reiterated, is yet frequently forgotten ; for, furely 
if we do not lofe our remembrance, or at leaft our fenfibility, 
that view would always predominate in our lives, which alone 
can afford us comfort when we die*.” 

’ Cc. 


* Hawkefworth. 





INTERESTING TRIALS. 
COURT of KING’s BENCH, 
Wepnespay, Dec. 4. 

Sittings before Lord Kenyon, 

Watsn, verfus Le Rut and OTHERS. 


HE plaintiff, Mrs. Walfh, was a widow lady, and had 
contracted with a perfon of the name of Letham, to 

build her a certain number of houfes. It was ftated by her 
Counfel, Mr. Mingay, that this man had picked her pocket of 
a fum of money. Letham had taken thefe houfes from her, 
.2and had played them off into the hands of his friend Mr. Le 
Rue. ‘The plaintiff went to the houfe of Mr. Letham, to afk 
him for her money. Upon this, Letham, fent for Juitice Le 
Rue, who is his next-door neighbour, and by his direction the 
-was ordered into cultody, where fhe remained till the next day, 
when fhe was difcharged by Juftice Walker. She brought 
tais action for an aflault and falfe imprifonment, againit the 
mag iirate and three conftables who acted under his authority. 
‘Thefe 
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Thefe conftables were acquitted, and the magiftrate did not de- 
fend the action. 

Lord Kenyon faid, that the plaintiff was entitled to their 
verdi&t, but the Jury would be moderate in their damages.—~ 
His Lordthip withed Mr. Le Rue had been prefent, becaufe he 
very probably would have fhewn that his conduct had been 


proper and legal, 
The Jury gave the plaintiff a verdict for 201. 





ARUNDEL verfus SPENCER. 


The plaintiff is a grocer, and brought this action on a pro« 


miffory note for 491. 

The note was proved. 

The defence was, that the plaintiff and defendant, together 
with two or three others, had been concerned in an unlicenfed 
lottery-office, and that the defendant had been fervant to the 
plaintiff: That this note was given to the plaintiff as an ac- 
knowledgement that the defendant had received fo much 
money from the plaintiff; but that it was never meant to be 
put in fuit againft him ; and this 49]. was actually laid out on 
the bufinefs, 

The Counfel for the defendant read a number of letters 
written by the plaintiff, which clearly proved that the parties 
had been dealing in lottery tranfaGtions. 

His Lordfhip thought this too doubtful a cafe for a Court of 
Juftice tocompel the payment of this note. The defendant 
had by his evidence put the plaintiff into a very fufpicious 
fituation. 

Verdict for the defendant. 





Conen, verfus ABRAHAM and JosEPHs 


THIS was an aétion of trover, to recovera bill of ex- 
change which the plaintiffs clerk loft, and which was found by 
the defendants Abraham and Jofeph, and which they had con- 
verted to their own ule, 

The plaintiff had never given the defendants notice to pro= 
duce this note, and therefore he was nonfuited. 

_Mr. Mingay, as Counfel for the defendants, very honourably 
faid, if, after converfing with his clients he did not find he had 

Vo. XXIII. 570. F an 








42 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


an honourable defence, he fhould advife them to deliver up the 
bill immediately. 
Plaintiff nonfuited. 





OLD BAILEY INTELLIGENCE, 
Wednefday, December 4s 
First Day. 


YESTERDAY the feflions commenced before Baron Per 
ryn and Judge Afhhurft at the Old Bailey. 

Mary Page and Elizabeth Brown were indi€ed for privately 
ftealing from the perfon of Jeremiah Webiter, a canvas bag, 
containing two guineas, 

The Jury, after three times re-confidering their verdict, un- 
der the direction of the learned Judge (Perryn) whotried the 
prifoners, found them both guilty of ftealing, but not privately 
from the perfon. 





ANECDOTES of the TURKISH AMBASSADOR. 


INCE tthe arrival of this diftinguifhed charaCter at the 

Royal Hotel, he has been very irregular in the time of his 

meals. His hour of rifing is likewife very uncertain; fome- 
times much earlier than at others. 

He never fleeps upona bed, but throws himfelf upon a fofa, 
covered only witha mantle which he ufually wears on his 
taking the air. 

His breakfaft is fometimes coffee, but more frequently 
punch and cheefe, the latter of which he is peculiarly fond of. 

His dinners in general confilt of very plain food; and fel- 
dom, if ever, will he dine without foup—only one joint is per- 
mitted to beon the table at atime, according to the manner of 
his own country, and between each he regales himfelf with his 
— cheefe, which is that of. the common fingle Glou- 
cefter, 

His drink at dinner is water and porter, but principally the 
former at the time of his eating—the latter he moft ufually 
referves until the cloth is removed, when his frequent and plen- 
tiful draughts of that wholefome liquor plainly fhew that he 
pofleiles a ftrong partiality for it. 

Immediately 
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Immediately on the removal of the dinner utenfils, he fits 
down upon the carpet, crofs-legged, in the manner of a taylor, 
when a bafon full of water is brought before him for the purpofe 
of wathing his hands and mouth, a cuftom he mott regularly 
attends to; after which he rifes, and places himfelf upon the 
fofa, when his legs refume the fame pofture in which they were 
when fitting on the floor. 

A wooden pipe is then brought to him, of fuch an uncome 
mon length as to reach from his mouth almoft to the carpet 5 
and after fmoaking for fome confiderable time, and occafionally 
drinking pretty freely of both punch and porter, fcrupuloufly 
wines of all kinds—he generally falls afleep in that 


avoiding 
fituation, holding faft the pipe in his mouth. 

Coffee is always ready for him, by the time of his waking ; 
and at a very early hour, a fupper is prepared, of which he eats 
but little, confining himfelf chiefly to cheefe and bread, 

In this manner, with very little variation, has he lived fince 
his arrival in the metropolis. 

The writer of this article, who has been with him for half 
an hour together, imagines him to be between fifty and fixty. 
His appearance is peculiarly dignified by a countenance ftrongly 
marked with the outlines of philanthropy and good fenfe. In 
his own country he is highly efteemed, as being one of the firft 
and moft enlightened characters in the ftate ; and imm diately 
fubfequent to the final determination of the Ottoman Cabinet 
to fend an ambaflador to this kingdom, it was unanimoufly 
agreed, that no man was fo fit to fill the important fituation as 
Jufuf Effendi. 

The public curiofity will {peedily be gratified with further 
ome relative to this extraordinary and dignified per- 

onage, 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to T.’s Charade, inferted 
Oftober 7. 


ie anfwer your charade is eafily done, 
For I'll bet you a guinea the place is CANTON. 


*4+* We have received the like anfwer from J. K.C. near 
Wells ; Automatarius Caryienfis ; William Hoare, of Dean 
Prior 5 O. S. of Briftol; J, R. T. of Barnftaple; and Ere- 
mita, of Wefton Zoyland, 

F 2 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Gore, of Taunton, to E, Giddy’s Rebus, inferted 
Oétober 7. 


HE initials connected will make out 
A GOLDFINCH, Sir, without a doubt. 


§|§ We have received the like anfwer from Automatarius 
Caryienfis; T. Walker, of Hemyhock; O. S. of Briftol; 
and Philomathes, of Modbury. 





Anfiver, by W. Sinkins, of Dodbrook, Devon, to T, K.’s Rebus, | 


inferted Oétober 14. 


HE initials, Sir, when join’d aright, 
The town TRURO will bring to fight, 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 


of Dean Prior; Tho. Walker, of Hemyock; P. Hoare, of — 
Stoke Climfland ; .N. H. near Loftwithiel; T. Gill junior, | 


of Stythians; a loyalift of Truro; Eremita, Wefton Zoy- fk 


land; W. Brewer, Taunton; Difcipulus, Truro; A. Apfey, 


of Briftol; G. S. near St. Auftell; S. P, and William Gore, | 


of Taunton. 





A CHARADE, by B. of Sherborne. 


OLD whiftling winds, with fhowers of rain, 
The traveller’s fteps doth haften on, 
My firft is where he flies for thelter, 
Till the ftorm is o’er and gone. 


A ftubborn animal’s my fecond, 
Oft feen fcamp’ring thro’ the mud ; 
Tied neck and heels the grunter bleeds, 
And Dame makes pudding with his blood. 


To chafe my whole, fee fchool-boys eager, 
Breaking thro’ the fhepherd’s fence ; 

Atlength he’s kill’d, away they go 
Tofell him, and divide the pence. 
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orted A REBUS, by T. of Caftle Cary. 
; E wits of keen difcerning, 
: Who deal in myftic fenfe, 
4 And dive in depths of learning, 
4 And flow’ry eloquence ; 
fol: : Who in the hours of leifure, 
a ‘Take Goadby’s pleafing page, 
And deem it all your pleafure, 
— To puzzle youth and age. 
busy © I humbly crave attention, 
And do not doubt you will 
Regard what I fhall mention, 
And ferve a brother quill. 
: Two-fixths of aconclufion, 
oare, Ingenious Sirs, define ; 
e, of § And of a revolution 
nior, | Two fifths you’ll call to mind. 
Zoy= | 


f Where you’re perhaps retir’d 
preys | This riddle to explain, 

is By bards fo much admir’d, 

With grotto, grove, and plain, 


With ufual penetration 
The moiety felec ; 

And from an information 
Two-twelfths you’ll kindly take. 


Two-eighths of to difmifs, Sirs, 
You readily will fay ; 

An article exprefs, Sirs, 
And end my fimple lay, 


Thefe parts, ye keen difcerning, 
A circle will reveal, 

And from your depths of learning 
I cannot it conceal, 


§$4+§ Several Pieces of Poetry lately received are much too ine 


accurate for Infertion, 
9 POETRY. 


ST URS Poses 
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ODE fer the NEW YEAR, 1704. 
By Henry James Pye, £/f. Poet Laureat. 
I, 


URTUR’D in ftorms, the infant year 
Comes in terrific glory forth, 
Earth meets him wrapp’d in mantle drear, 
And the loud: tempeft fings his birth. 
Yet ’mid the elemental ftrife : 
Brood the rich germs of vernal life. 
Frore January’s iron reign, 
And the dark months fucceeding train, ~ 
The renovated glebe prepare 
For genial May’s ambrofial air, 
For fruits that glowing Summer yields, 
For laughing Autymn’s golden fields ; 
And the ttout fwain, whofe“ frame defies 
The driving ftorm, the hoftile fkies, 
Whiie his keen plowfhare turns the ftubborn foil, 


Knows plenty only fprings the juft reward of toil. 





Il. 


Then if fell War’s tempeftuous found 
Swell far and wide with louder roar, 

If ftern th’ avenging nations round 
Threaten yon fate devoted fhore, 

Hope peints:to gentle hours again 
When Peace fhall re-affume her reign— 

Yet never o’er his timid head 

Her lafting olive thall be fpread, 

Whofe breaft inglorious woos her charms 

When Fame, when Juftice, call to arms. 


While 
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While Amarchy’s infuriate brood, 
Their garments dy’d with guiltlefs blood, 
With ‘Fitan rage blafpheming try, 
Their impious battle ’gainft the fky, 

Say, fhall Britannia’s generous fons embrace 

In folds of amity the harpy race, 

Or aid the fword, that coward Fury rears, 

Red with the widow’s blood, wet with the orphan’s tears ? 


III. 


But tho’ her martial thunders fall 

Vindiétive o’er Oppreffion’s haughty creft ! 
Awake to Pity’s *fuafive call, 

She fpreads her buckler o’er the fuffering breaft. 
From feas that roll by Gallia’s fouthmoft fteep, 
From the rich ifles that crown th’ Atlantic deep, 

The plaintive figh, the heart-felt groan, 

Are wafted to her Monarch’s throne: 

Open to mercy, prompt to fave, 

His ready navies plow the yielding wave, 

The ruthlefs arm of favage licenfe awe, 
And guard the facred reign of Freedomand of Law. 





ODE for the NEW YEAR, 
By Mrs. Roepinson 


wit in the mifty-mantled {pheres, 
Embattled founds Heav’n’s concave fhake ; 
Soft Hope, in vain, her banner rears, 
Amidft th’ o’erwhelming clouds opake ! 
Now, hurrying o’er cerulean plains fublime, 
She feeks the confines of th’ ethereal clime ! 
Driven from thofe dark domains, 
Where howling Defolation reigns ; 
No more her radiant creft illumes 
This whirling orb’s difaftrous fpace ; 
She flies the haplefs finking race, 


And fades from human eye in Fate’s impervious glooiis. 


Now, o’er the crimfon’d plains, appear 
The glitt’ring faulchions ftain’d with gore; 
Now o’er the vaft of waters drear, 
The mimic thunders madly roar ; 
6 
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The flahhing fires illume the angry deep, 
While the blue lightnings o’er the billows {weep ! 
At length the gladfome fun flames wide, 
And Nature {miles in glorious pride 5 
But foon fhe bends her eyes below, 
And, wond’ring, liftens to the found, 
That frantic echo flings around ; 


Heart-piercing fighs of pain, and deep’ning groan of woe.! 


Then, from her light-encircled car, 
She drops Compaffion’s fainted tear ! 
Shrinks from the frenzied gaze of War, 
And haftens from the profpect drear ! 
Swift, tothe portal of the fkies, 
Diftra&ted Nature, fhrieking, flies ! 
And bending at the Throne of Grace, 
Bewails the vaft devoted race, 
Led forth to feed infatiate ire! 
With blood to moiften Earth’s cold breaft, 
While giant Fury rears his creft, 
And urges on the ftorm, and breathes confuming fire ! 


Then to the angel Peace, fhe hies— 
Where driven from Earth, fhe weeps and mourns, 
Where, at her feet, wan Pity lies, 
And Love’s pure torch, that dimly burns ! 
For ah! the virtues fhun the dreadful rage, 
Where man with man, like tygers fierce, engage ! 
And al] that wakes the feeling mind, 
By Reafon’s energies refin’d, 
Start wild! aghaft ! while pale Defpair, 
Hurrying acrofs the carnag’d fcene, 
With oloodfhot eye and haggard mien, 
Cleaves with her piercing yells, the fulphur-thicken’d air. 


Oh! Nature! faireft child of Jove! 
Return once more, in all thy charms, 

And let foft Peace, and human Love, 
Subdue the fateful rage of arms ! 

Reftore to erring man that fainted grace, 
Which fpreads foft Pity o’er his haplefs race : 
Then fhall all Heaven with thee combine, 
To dart around her beams divine ! 

And wither all the weeds of Pain : 

While the proud olive, fpreading wide, 
And dropping balm on every fide, 
Shall form a glorious bower o’er Freedom’s bleft domain ! 
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